
Vocab for add Vocab for equals  

More, plus, make, sum, total, altogether Makes, total, same as, equivalent, balance 

EYFS 
Early Learning Goals 

 

Addition Explanatory Note 
 

  Children count reliably with 
numbers from one to 20, place 
them in order and say which 
number is one more or one less 
than a given number.  Using 
quantities and objects, they add 
and subtract two single digit 
numbers and count on or back 
to find the answer.  They solve 
problems including doubling, 
halving and sharing. 

 

1. I know when to add some more 
See that there are a group of objects 
See that we need to add some more 
See that there must be a greater amount when they are added.  
 
 
2. I know to find the total 
Look at how many there are in the first group 
Also look at how many there are in the second group 
Which group has more or less? 
Know that when they are put together it’s the total. 
 
3. I can find and make the right amount 
See how many need adding 
Count how many you are going to add 
Check you have added the right amount.  
 
 
4. I can find and make the right amount and can count how 

many altogether.  
See how many need adding 
Count how many you are going to add 
Check you have added the right amount.  
Put the objects in a line  
Count how many altogether  

 
5. I can read a number sentence 3+4= 
Read your number sentence 
Say add for +  (see vocab)  
Say equals for = (see vocab)  

 

1. e.g. when pouring water or counting objects, say shall 
we add some more and the child understands that 
there is now a greater amount than before.  This is not 
the concept that if we count up objects we will have a 
total. 

 
2. e.g. Teach the child to find the total by asking how 

many altogether and telling the child to count them all 
(not always accurately) 

 
 
 

3. e.g. Children need to be able to count to 10 with 1 to 1 
correspondence.  They should count out two piles 
ready to add (different colours help) and they should 
move the second pile to the first so they can see that 
there is a greater amount than at the start 

 
4. e.g. This is the next step in understanding that there is 

a process to adding and finding a total. If the children 
struggle have half the sum.  

 
 
 
 
 

5. e.g. Children should be taught the terms add and 
equals and be able to read number sentences on 
flashcards 

 
 

Explanatory Note 
 

 

  Within play and other practical 
situations, the child counts and 
orders numbers 1-20 and finds 
one fewer or more than a given 
number.  Using everyday and 
play objects, the child applies a 
range of strategies to add and 
subtract quantities involving 
two single digit numbers such 
as counting on to add and 
counting back to subtract.  In a 
range of practical and play 
contexts the child explores and 
solves problems involving 
doubling, halving and sharing, 



 

utilising his or her own 
methods. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6. I can arrange a number sentence 
Read the number sentence 
Set out the number of objects for the sentence  
 
 
7. I can solve a number sentence 
Read the number sentence 
Set out the number of objects 
Add the two amount together 
Count how many altogether  
 
8. I can solve addition on a number line 
Find the starting number 
Count on the right amount 
One jump for each number 
See where you have landed. 
 
9. I can add 1 to a number up to 20 

 
10. I can add 2 to a number up to 20 

 

 
6. e.g. Children could use blocks or play objects to make 

the number sentence and should be taught to set out 
the calculation 

               4+2= 
 

7. As above but finding the total as well.  
 
 
 
 
 

8. Use numbered number lines.  
 
 
 
 
 

9. Mental maths 
 

10. Mental maths 

. . . .  + ..  = 


